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We arrived in Krems an der Donau on a cold 30th December 2015, just on time to celebrate
the new year in the frozen town that is guesting us until the end of February.
Despite the original idea, the weather conditions forced us to convert our project to a different
subject. We took the chance of the residency to summarize and to apprehend the work of
our professional careers, related to the topic of architectural models.
In our work we have been dealing with different scales and phases of the design process.
The physical models as a tool of analogy and metaphor give us the chance to translate our
ideas into a concrete object; the unity of the idea comes to reality and becomes visible and
clear.

One of the models created during the residency
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Furthermore, models enable to prove and investigate real categories like scale, structure,
materials, light and other elements. The same concepts define the essential human
perception of the space.
The chance to explain the reflections about architectural models on a public lecture in Vienna,
helped us to summarize and formulate our approach to the design process. We were very
glad for this opportunity even tough, due to unfortunate coincidences, didn't took place.

Related to the specific approach to design above described, during our stay we proceeded
the research into the construction of different models to shape the imagination into reality. In
particular we worked on a housing prototype in order to better understand what are the
needs in nowadays dwelling.
By investigating the different forms of experimental austrian housing, with special focus on
the second half of the 20th century, we got to know the projects by Roland Reiner, Harry
Glueck, BKK-2 or Fritz Matzinger. Learning from their lessons concerning urban space,
outside/inside connections, social involvement and collective activities, we moved the first
steps towards our other project: future urban living.

Assuming as a fact that people in the last years have an increasingly higher tendency to
choose the cities as their settling places, we propose to concentrate this flow of new
inhabitants inside the city's centre itself without spreading it to the outside suburbs. Looking
at our cities' centres, we see an opportunity in organic grow, densification and changing of
the use. There is probably no such a thing as a common design recipe for dwelling, but we
assume we can define several criterias proved by the examples above mentioned; such as:
light, privacy, contact with greenery and seasons, outside and common spaces, richly
articulated living spaces, social and cultural connections, sharing items etc. In this sense our
work aims to actualize those ideas, taken from the past experience, for the time coming.
We are well aware of nowadays needs and propensities, which are shrinking the living
surfaces as much as possible; as well as the trend of -smart living-, or how to create high
quality living spaces within small surfaces.
As pictured above, the topic of housing, in a timelapse including the next 50 years, oblige
architects, designers and planners to carefully combine a lot of elements.
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We believe there is no better answer to this challenge than re-evaluating the existing
structures, with their limits, and conform them according to the individual needs in a
continuos upgrading flow related to the change and the evolution of those.
Once defined the framework of our proposition, the human scale plays the first role:
according to the changes of living matters, traditions and family (patchwork family), we think
that every new dweller should have the opportunity to design and choose his flat according to
his special needs. The architect will not be responsible alone for the design and layout of the
flat, but the cooperation with the client will be fundamentally, in order to mix together the two
figures, exchange their parts, and allow the possibility for the dwellers to partecipate actively
in the planning phase. A kind of collaborative design that sees the role of the architect and
the one of the future dweller bound together, with no border between one and the other.

Sketches: Future urban living
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During our residency by AIR, we were glad to attend many cultural events taking place in the
Kunstmeile hub such as the Vernissage of the Friedrich Cerha's personal painting exhibition in
Forum Frohner and the -Art in our city- for young people interested in art organized by the
Kunsthalle Krems. Furthermore Mag. Verena Gamper, curator at the Kunsthalle Krems,
guided all us, artists in residence, through the exhibition -Now, at the latest- displaying works
from the EVN collection.
In visiting the exhibition at the Galerie Stadtpark in Krems, we had an unexpected but
fascinating talk with its director, Mr David Komary, about the architecture of the pavilion, its
author and the renovation works from the 90s.

Our interest in both historic and contemporary architecture, brought us to discover
Gozzoburg, an extraordinary example of restoration of a medieval city palace, now seat of the
BDA (Authority for the Cultural Heritage) which we are kindly thanking for an highly interesting
and surprising guided tour.
Hidden underneath the Krems university campus, located close to our residency, the
architect Adolf Krischanitz designed in 2010 four new rooms for the Archiv der Zeitgenossen
(Archive of the contemporary). Dr. Christine Grond showed us the space and how the
different wood types are able to affect the atmosphere inside the four studying rooms.
In the university campus it was also a great pleasure to meet Dr. Christian Hanus, dean of the
faculty of education, arts and architecture. In this occasion we discovered all the different
research programs, related with architecture, which are running in the school. For example
the Europa Nostra Archive as well as the Light Laboratory, which we had the chance to see
and experience in a live demonstration.

The close distance to Vienna enabled us to attend to several architectural lectures held by
leading austrian architects or designers as well as to have the possibility to study the 274
entries submitted for the international architectural competition for enlargement of the
Museum at Karlsplatz. We also enjoyed the exhibition by Olafur Eliasson -Baroque Baroqueat the Winter Palais and the discussion with Ai Weiwei, which took place at the faculty of arts,
Charles university in Prague.
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Our studio offered us a comfortable and required environment for working, even tough for
demanding tasks on physical models we used the greater space in the common studio. This
was also the stage of enriching meetings with the other artists in residence: several times we
met after dinner, with a bottle of Wachauer wine, to share ideas and experiences.

At the end of our stay in Krems we would like to thank all the people involved with the
program AIR-Artists in residence, especially Sabine Güldenfusz and Katharina Pfalz as well as
the team of Orte, Architekturnetzwerk fuer Niederoesterreich, Heidrun Schlögl and Manfred
Schimek.

Studio space
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